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Student Minister’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

I want to take this opportunity to extend a word of thanks to you all for 
making me feel so welcome and enabling me to settle into church life 
here at Park.  

It has been a month where I have had to process a lot of information, 
and attempt to remember many names. Your collective patience and 

gracious spirit has been a huge help to me through this period of 
personal transition.  

Park URC has truly lived up to its reputation as being a welcoming 
church. Thank you! 

As many of you are no doubt aware this year is my final year of 

ministerial training before being “set loose” into the world, so to speak. 
As for where I will be called, well, that remains to be seen.  

At the time of writing I have just partaken in an interview with some URC 
synod moderators. This interview begins the process of prayerful 
discernment to find out which Church pastorate is correct for me.  

Now, if I am honest with you all I would have to say that this particular 

chapter in my life brings a mixed bag of emotions ranging from 
excitement to trepidation. Finally, after all the training and personal 
development I have undertaken these last few years I can get on with 
what I feel God has called me to do. But I cannot help but think “am I 
ready?” “am I capable of doing this task well enough?” “do I have the 
skills necessary?”  

Well, thankfully that is what this year is about. It’s about gaining those 
skills, rounding off some of the rough edges, and giving me space to 
learn the trade which God has called me to, and dare I say it, make a 
few mistakes in the process.  

However, as I attended house group the other evening I read these 
words of Paul from the book of Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of this, 

he who began a good work in you will carry it onto completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” What a promise! 
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When reading this verse my mind conjures up two images which are a 

cause for great encouragement. Firstly, when God begins a work in us 
he doesn’t leave us unfinished. He keeps on chipping away at us, 
moulding us, and then remoulding us, making us more into his image, 
more into the very person he designed us to be.  

As a result, I take great heart in knowing that the Lord God our Creator 

is continually shaping us to be fit for purpose, able to do the things he 
has called us to do. Secondly, I take great encouragement from the 
fact that God will not cease from reworking us until the day Jesus 
comes again.  

This says to me that he is more than willing to call unperfected 
individuals like you and me to bring about the Kingdom of God here on 

the earth.  

Therefore, it doesn’t matter if we feel inadequate, that we aren’t able 
to do what we feel God may be calling us to, because at the end of 
the day he will still call us and use us regardless.  

Likewise, he will not leave us alone to flounder but will support us as we 
faithfully follow him. And that is worth praising God for and getting 

excited about! 

So, I pray today that as we collectively and individually consider God’s 
calling for our lives we may each remember that when God calls us he 
is right there with us every step along the way.  

We need not feel inadequate but rather loved, that we may not feel 
nervous but honoured to be asked, and that we may not feel anxious 

but willing to step out in faith and boldness to take the ground the Lord 
God has given us to take.  

May God’s peace and blessing be with you. 

Your servant and brother in Christ 

Joshua Norris 
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Church Family News 

We extend a very warm welcome to Joshua Norris, who is studying for 
the URC ministry at Westminster College, and will be on placement with 
us until May next year. We pray that this time will be a blessing both for 
Joshua and for us in this church. Joshua is living in Lower Earley. 

We send our love, congratulations and best wishes for the future to Toby 
Weston, who celebrates his 18th birthday on September 29th and to 

Jack Smith on 2nd October.  

Also love, congratulations and best wishes to Alison and Ted Stichbury, 
whose 25th wedding anniversary is on October 1st.  

Our prayers and good wishes go with all the young people who are 
going to university for the first time this autumn: Samantha Oguna, 

Lorraine Bhebhe, Hannah Trout, and Thoko Mdebwe; Heather King is 
going to Exeter University to study for her teaching qualification; and 
Darren Wright, one of our Beaver Leaders, is also taking a PGCE course, 
at Reading University.  

Congratulations to all who have carried out challenges in aid of 
charities recently. Kathryn Warden completed the Two Peaks challenge 

in aid of “Starfish” a charity working with children in South Africa; and 11 
of our cyclists took part in the “Ride and Stride” event, visiting many 
local churches and raising money for the Berkshire Historic Churches 
Trust, a proportion of which will come to our church funds.  

Best wishes to Steph Melia who has begun her teaching career at 
Wilson School in West Reading, and in her new home in Tilehurst. 

Dorothy Johnson has moved to a care home in Moulsford, nearer to the 
home of her daughter Shirley. We hope she will be happy there. Carole 
Clark has been a patient in Oakwood, on the Prospect hospital site, but 
hopes to be home soon. 

Ray Rees has been in the Royal Berks for surgery, but is now home and is 
doing well. We have just heard that June Waldron has been admitted 

to the Royal Berks.  

Several other friends are having rather a frustrating time as treatment or 
surgery is postponed for various reasons: Julia Marsh, Pauline Whistler, 
Dulcie Sims and Les Dray – we pray for them all, and also for Jane 
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Bennett, Pat Fuller, John Wise, Rachel Lee-Johnson; and for Denis and 

Margaret Alder and their family as Denis was taken into hospital on 
Monday September 23rd. 

We send our love and sympathy to Ian and Abby Jenner, Isaac and 
Timothy, on the recent death of Ian’s grandmother. 

Doreen Woods 

Letters 

A Message from Dorothy Johnson: 

Dear Friends,  

Just a brief note to let you know that I have now moved to Moulsford, 
near Wallingford and although I have only been here a week I am 
beginning to feel quite at home.   My new address is  

Room 23, The Old Vicarage, Moulsford, Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 9JB.  I 
also have a new phone number 0759 4493989. 

I am sorry to say that in the move I lost my address book, which means I 
am struggling to remember all my old friends and their addresses.  If you 
have the time to drop me a note with your address and phone number, 
it would be lovely to hear from you and I can start a new book.  

Thank you all for your love and prayers during my move. 

Dorothy 

Dear all,   

Many thanks for your good wishes and prayers over my recent surgery. I 
am progressing well and hope to see you all again soon,  

Ray Rees 
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Reading Düsseldorf Churches Interchange 

As you may know, Reading Düsseldorf Churches Interchange is a group 
with members in churches of various denominations across Reading.  

The group exists 
to promote links 
with 
Christians in our 

twin town of 
Düsseldorf. Next 
year we will be 
inviting the 
German group 

to stay in 
Reading (August 10th-16th) and providing a programme of activities. In 
2015 the Reading group will visit Düsseldorf. 

2014 sees the 40th anniversary of the Churches Interchange, so we are 
keen to publicise our link, and invite more people to become involved 
in this valuable and enjoyable exercise.  

No knowledge of German is needed, just an interest in matters outside 
the UK. If you think any individuals, families or other group from your 
church might be interested in taking part, or just learning more about 
what we do, please contact us. We can provide speakers for meetings 
or Services, or articles for church magazines. 

You can contact us at RDchurches@BTinternet.com, or phone our 

secretary, Doreen Woods, on 0118 9265672.  

We will be holding an information meeting on next year's visit on 
November 15th, and will send out more information about that in 
October. 

Dr Laurie Haseler  

Chairman, Reading Düsseldorf Churches Interchange 
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100 Years of Park Christmas Fair - the early days 
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100 Years of Park Christmas Fair - recent times! 
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 ‘Enough Food for Everyone IF’  

Harvest is a time to give thanks 
that we have enough food but 
we also need to remember those 
who are hungry in other parts of 
the world 

This is a time when we often think particularly about our blessings, 

including the rich variety of foods that we can enjoy. For many of us our 
thankfulness is not complete when we think of those who have very 
little.  

Campaigns to alleviate hunger are now focusing much more on the 
causes of the problem. In other words, although food aid is a very 

important way of dealing with an immediate crisis there is much more 
that needs to be done to try to prevent many of the crises from 
occurring in the first place.  

The ‘Enough Food for Everyone IF’ campaign, which has been running 
for many months now and has the support of churches, is clear that 
there is indeed enough food for everyone if we can address the 

systems that prevent these food shortages from happening.  

Two of the main problems are: 

a) the way that the tax system, using tax havens, favours 
multinational companies that operate in poor countries so that 
tax revenue is not available for these countries to invest in basic 
necessities for their own people, 

b) the fact that land which has been used for generations by 
subsistence farmers can be taken over by international 
companies in what are called ‘land grabs’ to grow crops for 
export.  

Often these crops are for biofuels. It should also be remembered that 
subsistence farming provides the food for the overwhelming majority of 

people in poor countries.  

At a special meeting of finance ministers prior to the G8 Summit in June 
it was agreed that the UK tax havens as well as those in our crown 
dependencies and overseas territories would enter into a convention 
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which should make the process more transparent and help address the 

problem.  

This is a positive step but of course more will need to be done on the 
issue to ensure that it is properly implemented.  

However, there has been another positive development following 
successful campaigning; in the March Budget the government has kept 

to a promise of giving 0.7% of the Gross National Income in overseas 
aid.  This is indeed an historic achievement during this time of worldwide 
economic crisis. 

Campaigning does work and concerned Christians have joined with 
others to help make these things happen. 

Chris Gayford 

Lunch and Talk at Anderson Church 

On Sunday 3rd November you are warmly invited to attend lunch and 
a talk by Jonathan Edwards, the first Executive Ambassador for 
Prospects UK at Anderson Baptist Church, 

He will be talking on Church Inc. and helping us explore some of the 
pressing issues around inclusion within our church congregations, he is a 

most engaging and interesting speaker on the theme of being an 
inclusive church. 

Lunch will be served from 12.30pm Jonathan's talk will begin at 1.30pm 
with opportunity for questions and reflection. and it will finish at 3.00pm. 

Everyone is welcome, please let Fran Yates 
(francesca.yates.mail@gmail.com) know if you are able to come, so we 

can prepare enough lunch.  

Further details are available from Rev Judith Wheatley 0118 376 1079 
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'Life on the Front Line'  

Advance notice - 7th November 7.30pm St Nicolas church - 'Life on the 
Front Line' put on by Churches Together in Earley and East Reading 
(CTEER) 

St Nicolas church can be found just off the main Wokingham Road 
by Sutcliffe Avenue.  CTEER works with all the local churches to find 
common ground where we can better do things collectively rather 

than individually. This is just one such event. 

I know there were many of you who enjoyed Roger's sermon and DVD 
clips on 'where are our front lines?' (where we interact with others  
whether in paid work or voluntary activities.)  To find out more come to 
this meeting with the excellent speaker Johnny Douglas who will help us 

to resource and equip us better to find and take action in speaking to 
others about our own 'front lines'. Meet other Christians from our local 
churches and enjoy some social time as well.  To see more of the DVD's 
these can be borrowed from Roger by house groups if required.   

We want as many people as possible to attend this evening and find 
out more. There will be posters but through our magazine I hope that 

many will be able to spread the word about this event in advance.   If 
anyone would like a lift please let me know.  

Gaye Rees (Secretary of CTEER) 

The Reading at Work Prayer Lunch 

Pray for our workplaces, the world of work and for God to act in our 
workplaces 

On Monday19th September at 12:30pm at a new venue 
Abbey Baptist Church, Abbey Square, Reading RG1 3BE 
 
Please bring your own lunch and drinks. Please note there is no parking 
at Abbey Baptist Church, but plenty in Reading town centre. 
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Fabulous Fundraising Charity Musical Extravaganza 

Saturday 19th October 2013 

Network Vineyard church in collaboration with Lifespring church will 
host a charity Concert to raise funds for both churches.  This is an 
evangelistic outreach community event open to everyone in support of 
our mercy ministries & missions.  We would like to invite as many people 
as possible, both churched & un-churched. 

The concert will feature rock worship band "Broken State", explosive ska 
band "Sounds of Salvation", the dulcet tones of female vocalist "Andrea 
Hull", the eclectic vibes of gospel band "Nuchapter" and the uplifting 
sounds of upcoming gospel choir "Lifted". 

This is an unmissable event that will be hosted at Lifespring church in the 

fine surroundings of the Pavilions Hall at 143-145 Oxford Road, Reading, 
RG1 7UY on Saturday 19th October 2013.  Doors open at 7.00pm.  
Reception aperitifs, canapés & refreshments will be served. 

Please join us if you can.  Please share this event with your 
congregations, friends & family.  We will appreciate it if you could 
please  help to promote it via all your communication channels.   

Tickets at £10.00 each are available now from:  
www.musicalextravaganza.eventbrite.co.uk 

Contact Salim on 07837400216 or  Diane on 07887575925 
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October Calendar  

Wed 2nd 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee: 

Premises and Maintenance Group 

Sun 6th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion and 
reception of a new member 

  4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 9th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Thur 10th Reading University Christian Union Event with local 

churches 

  7.45 pm DRAPES Annual General Meeting 

Sat 12th Fresh Expressions Day at Immanuel URc, Bournemouth 

Sun 13th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Mon 14th 7.30 pm Christmas Fair Planning Meeting 

Wed 16th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 20th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 23rd 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  Last Day for material for the November magazine 

Thur CTEER Church Leaders Lunch 

Sun 27th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Joshua Norris  

(Minister away) 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 30th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, 
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more 
websites. 

 


